The Jungle Drum
NMBVA Newsletter
March 2022. Issue 2.

Spring Edition

Message from the National Chairman(interim) John Measham
Contents:
Chairman’s Message
Secretaries Report
Farewell to Doncaster &
Grantham Branch
VC Citation
Last Man Standing
Presentation
The day I guarded an
English King
Mid Ulster Branch
Northern Island Branch
Lest We Forget
…..and finally

I hope this finds you all in good spirits and looking forward to the summer with less
covid restrictions, ready for a return to a near normal life.
You’ll see in the National Secretaries report that out new website is up and running,
so please take a look, you will find it easy to navigate and informative. If you would
like to add any photo’s to the gallery, please contact our Web Manager.
Thank you to our Secretary Gillian Bowtell and Web Manager
Annie Burden, for all their input in the production of our new website.
Since June last year the NEC have been having a quarterly Zoom meetings. The Membership
Secretary, Charlie McIntosh has been busy updating all themembers personal details and our the
Treasurer David Lankshear has kept our finances in good order, and we have a healthy bank balance.
Moving forward in the year, with an AGM in October, and with 50% of the NEC team standing in as
interim committee members, we are holding the fort and bringing all our records up to date so there
will be a smooth transfer and handover, should there be any changes to the NEC.
I wish to thank Grantham and Doncaster Branches for their support to the Association over the years
and very sorry to hear they are closing and laying up their Standards. On behalf of the NEC and
Members of the NMBVA, we wish you good luck and health for the future.
Thank you to those that contributed to this newsletter. If you have some interesting news to share
Please contact the National Secretary.
**************************************

Report from the National Secretary Gillian Bowtell
Welcome to the NMBVA 2nd edition of our newsletter. Thank you to those
members and branches who have sent me photographs and items for inclusion.
We may not have been able to include everything but have plenty of items for the
next edition in three months. Thank you to members who have also taken time to
ring me up and have a chat about how things are going.
The NEC have been proactive since December in updating our website and this is now live.
The link is: nmbva.co.uk
We have included a page for members on the website so if you have anything you would like us to
put on there, please forward to me at nmbva.gmb@gmail.com There is also a gallery page for
photographs too. You will find a copy of this newsletter, information about the AGM and Reunion in
October 2022 and hopefully as we develop the website lots more information for members. There
are contact links so you can request minutes of NEC meetings etc. (you will need to quote your
membership number to receive these).
Everybody has been horrified at the scenes we are receiving via the media from Ukraine and the
needs of the refugees escaping the invasion from Russia. At our NEC meeting on the 4th March 2022,
the NEC agreed the association would send a donation to the Disaster Emergency Committee ( DEC )
of £1000.00 from the NEC and Members of the NMBVA. This donation has now been made by our
National Treasurer. This donation will go a small way in assisting in the humanitarian crisis due to the
conflict.

The covid regulations are easing now so I am hoping to get out and about and visit our branches this
year. I hope all members are keeping safe and well and enjoy reading the ‘JUNGLE DRUM’.
**********************************

DONCASTER BRANCH
Doncaster Branch has been closed for sometime now but finally laid their standard up last week.
Peter Sabin Branch Secretary writes, ”the laying up of the standard at Cusworth Hall Museum on
Friday 4th March 2022 was a nice ceremony conducted by my wife the Treasurer of the branch, on
the left of the picture, Peter Ackroyd Vice Chairman and his wife, myself Peter Sabin and then the
Bugler, Kevin Fawcett”.

The NEC were unfortunately not represented at the ceremony due to short notice but want to
wish all remaining members good health and happiness for the future and hope to see them as
postal members if they have not already have transferred over.

GRANTHAM BRANCH
Sadly, we report the end of an era as Grantham Branch closes and lays up their NMBVA Standard
in April. We all know as members get older, travel to meetings becomes more difficult. It is nice to
hear those members will potentially be joining the Postal Membership of the NMBVA.
Thank you to Dick Richardson who as you all know was the National Treasurer for many years and
led the Grantham Branch through its final closure and laying up of Standard.

LAST OF THE FEW
From left to right. David Coulson, Peter Hackett, Tony Thompson, Tom Baker, Mick Cupit,
Dick Richardson, Kieth Seaton, Tom Kerry, Peter Ballam,Ian Newton (1st Branch Chairman )
*************************

Citation: Lance Corporal, Rambahadur LIMBU VC. 2nd Battalion 10th Princess Mary’s Own Gurkha
On 21st November 1965 in the Bau District of Sarawak, Lance Corporal Rambahadur Limbu was
with his Company when they discovered and attacked a strong enemy force located in the Border
area. The enemy were strongly entrenched in Platoon strength, on top of a sheer sided hill the only
approach to which was along a knife edge ridge allowing only three men to move abreast.
Leading his support group in the van of the attack he could see the nearest trench and in it a
sentry manning a machine gun. Determined to gain first blood he inched himself forward until, still
ten yards from his enemy, he was seen and the sentry opened fire, immediately wounding a man
to his right. Rushing forward he reached the enemy trench in seconds and killed the sentry, thereby
gaining for the attacking force a first but firm foothold on the objective. The enemy were now fully
alerted and, from their positions in depth, brought down heavy automatic fire on the attacking
force, concentrating this onto the area of the trench held alone by Lance Corporal Rambahadur.
Appreciating that he could not carry out his task of supporting his platoon from this position he
courageously left the comparative safety of his trench and, with a complete disregard for the hail
of fire being directed at him, he got together and led his fire group to a better fire position some
yards ahead. He now attempted to indicate his intentions to his Platoon Commander by shouting
and hand signals but failing to do so in the deafening noise of exploding grenades and continuous
automatic fire he again moved out into the open and reported personally, despite the extreme
dangers of being hit by the fire not only from the enemy but by his own comrades.
It was at the moment of reporting that he saw both men of his own group seriously wounded.
Knowing that their only hope of survival was immediate first aid and that evacuation from their very
exposed position so close to the enemy was vital he immediately commenced the first of his three
supremely gallant attempts to rescue his comrades. Using what little ground cover he could find he
crawled forward, in full view of at least two enemy machine gun posts who concentrated their fire
on him and which, at this stage of the battle, could not be effectively subdued by the rest of his
platoon. For three full minutes he continued to move forward but when almost able to touch the
nearest casualty he was driven back by the accurate and intense weight of fire covering his line of
approach. After a pause he again started to crawl forward but he soon realised that only speed
would give him the cover which the ground could not.
Rushing forward he hurled himself on the ground beside one of the wounded and calling for
support from two light machine guns which had now come up to his right in support he picked up
the man and carried him to safety out of the line of fire. Without hesitation he immediately
returned to the top of the hill determined to complete his self-imposed task of saving those for
whom he felt personally responsible. It was now clear from the increased weight of fire being
concentrated on the approaches to and in the immediate vicinity of the remaining casualty the
enemy were doing all they could to prevent any further attempts at rescue. However, despite this
Lance Corporal Rambahadur again moved out into the open for his final effort. In a series of short
forward rushes and once being pinned down for some minutes by the intense and accurate
automatic fire which could be seen striking the ground all round him, he eventually reached the
wounded man. Picking him up and unable now to seek cover he carried him back as fast as he could
through the hail of enemy bullets. It had taken twenty minutes to complete this gallant action and
the events leading up to it. For all but a few seconds this young Non-Commissioned Officer had
been moving alone in full view of the enemy and under continuous aimed fire of their automatic
weapons. That he was able to achieve what he did against such overwhelming odds without being
hit is miraculous. His outstanding personal bravery, selfless conduct, complete contempt of the
enemy and determination to save the lives of the men of his fire group set an incomparable
example and inspired all who saw him.
Finally rejoining his section on the left flank of the attack, Lance Corporal Rambahadur was able to
recover the light machine gun abandoned by the wounded and with it won his revenge, initially
giving support during the later stages of the prolonged assault and finally being responsible for
killing four more enemy as they attempted to escape across the border. This hour long battle which
had throughout been fought at point blank range and with the utmost ferocity by both sides

was finally won. At least twenty-four enemy are known to have died at a cost of the attacking
force of three killed and two wounded. In scale and achievement this engagement stands out as
one of the first importance and there is no doubt that, but for the inspired conduct and example
set by Lance Corporal Rambahadur at the most vital stage of the battle, much less would have
been achieved and greater casualties
caused. He displayed heroism, self
sacrifice and a devotion to duty and
to his men of the very highest order.
His actions on this day reached a
zenith of determined, premeditated
valour which must count amongst the
most notable on record and is
deserving of the greatest admiration
and the highest praise.
L/Cpl Rambahadur Limbu and his son
Buckingham Place.

Rambahadur Limbu Today

***************************
Last Man Standing by David Neil
Our former Chairman, David Neil has written this book based his army life from the Malay
Emergency as a young man, then moving forward to the age of 92,
when he decided to write this book.
Endorsed by our President

“I read the words and can hear him talk as he writes:
a good story in so many ways”

Gen: Sir Garry Johnson KCB OBE MC
All proceeds
toisthe
Welfare Trust
Thego
cost
£10Gurkha
+ £3 postage.
Please contact David Neil:
email: davidwneil@hotmail.co.uk; tel: 0191 266 3193

Presentation
The Chairman and Membership Secretary invited Major Hairulnizam,
the Malaysian Assistant Defence Adviser, to the UJC to present him the
with NMBVA plaque, for his ongoing support and assistance to the
Association and in securing and processing the PJM applications.

Charlie McIntosh, Maj Hairulnizam,.John Measham

**************************

The Day I Guarded an English King
On 23rd March 2015 the four of us slow marched from St Dunstan’s Chapel in Leicester Cathedral
to take up our places next to the coffin. There we stood, motionless, for the next hour. How did
we come to be there, what were we doing, and what did it feel like?
When a British monarch dies, they lie in state so that members of the public may pay their
respects. The coffin is guarded by members of the Household Division, one at each corner.
Following the decision in 2015 to inter the remains of Richard III, of the House of York and the last

Plantagenet King of England, in Leicester Cathedral the then Lord Lieutenant of Leicestershire,
Lady Gretton, asked that his coffin be guarded by veterans during the three days of his lying-instate. Seventeen quartets of ex-Servicemen and women from the three Services were therefore
formed, including Normandy, Suez and Korea veterans, former Royal Tigers and Guardsmen, and
Royal Navy and Royal Air Force veterans.

It was not a continuous vigil as is the case for a British monarch. For the three days from Monday
23rd to Wednesday 25th March there were to be three one-hour guards in the morning, a midday
break, and then a further three in the afternoon. Two extra guards were needed on the second
evening. The funeral and reburial took place on the following day, 26th March.
It is fair to say that those involved, particularly the Cathedral’s clergy and ourselves, were
overwhelmed by the public’s response to the event. On the first day the queue to file past the
coffin formed in the streets around the cathedral several hours before the doors were opened to
the public at 0900. At one point the back of the queue was reportedly four hours from the
cathedral entrance, in bleak March weather too. The opening hours were extended several
times.
Many of those waiting patiently for their turn to pass the coffin were members of the Richard III
Society, a large and thriving organisation with over thirty branches throughout the UK and more
overseas. It was clear too that people had travelled from many parts of the world to witness the
events taking place in and around Leicester and Bosworth Field, the nearby battlefield on which
Richard III met his demise, to mark this auspicious occasion. Many Yorkists were there too, which
prompted an enterprising local florist into selling white roses to those waiting in the queue.
Perhaps with the Princess of Wales’s funeral in mind, the cathedral staff diplomatically collected
these at the entrance porch.
Who was in our quartet? Owen Lawrence, who coordinated our group, the late Jim Rowlinson
and me from our Association’s Leicester Branch and Colin Cassie of the RMP Association. Having
read our instructions for the day we met up in Leicester Cathedral early in the morning of the 23rd.
We were third on, after four Korea veterans had done the first hour at 0930, followed by four
Royal Tigers at 1030. With no chance to rehearse we took the opportunity to observe the Royal
Tigers from a discreet distance.
As 1130 approached we slow marched from the chapel, down the south aisle - by now the crowds
were filing past the catafalque - and into the nave where Richard III’s coffin was positioned,
pausing briefly to allow the Tigers to march off. We took up our places, one at each corner of the
coffin, crossed our arms in front of us and lowered our heads. Our vigil had begun.
It was at this point that reality set in and we could reflect on what we had volunteered for. The
Household Division do only twenty-minute shifts. Suddenly three times that seemed a long time.
As indeed it was. We had strict instructions that we were not to converse with anyone, so we
needed a technique to survive the next hour. We agreed afterwards that we had counted the
floor tiles several times. We couldn’t look at our watches of course, so the passage of time was
marked only by the tolling of the cathedral’s bells at the quarter hour. The photographs show
that the cathedral staff had kindly provided chairs for us, but no one wanted to be the first to use
them, so we didn’t.

Our vigil wasn’t without interest though. On the whole the passing crowds, quite close to us of
course, were quiet and respectful, the soft sound of shuffling feet punctuated by the click of
cameras and occasionally by people in tears, weeping openly in some cases. The Dean had
arranged for his clergy to be on hand to console those who were emotionally overwrought by the
experience.

Our vigil wasn’t without interest though. On the whole the passing crowds, quite close to us of
course, were quiet and respectful, the soft sound of shuffling feet punctuated by the click of
cameras and occasionally by people in tears, weeping openly in some cases. The Dean had
arranged for his clergy to be on hand to console those who were emotionally overwrought by the
experience.
It was about half-way though our stint, while counting the tiles yet again, that I became aware I
was being televised, up close and personal. A foreign television camera crew was excitedly
recording us, using the latest techniques - at one point the cameraman lay on the cathedral floor
and pointed his camera directly up at me, all the while getting further instructions from his
director. Not particularly quietly either, despite the best efforts of the cathedral clergy who were
desperately trying to maintain an atmosphere of decorum. Perhaps they found the notion of an
aviator guarding the coffin of the last English king to be slain on the battlefield more than five
centuries earlier something that should be recorded for posterity.
The hour did eventually pass and we prepared ourselves for the march-off. Except that we didn’t.
At this juncture a member of the cathedral clergy informed us that we should remain in place
while the midday prayers were said. I’m sure these lasted only a matter of minutes but at that
moment it really wasn’t what we needed. When called to attention and turned inwards, I didn’t
know whether my left leg would do what it was told on the order “By the centre, slow march”.
Nearly six years on I can still remember that moment very clearly.
So, apart from the media, the crowds and the rest, what was it really like for us? There was
certainly ample opportunity to reflect on what we were actually doing - we were standing only a
few feet away from the remains of an English king. Guarding Richard III was something that very
few people were asked to do and I won’t ever do anything like that again. In one sense it was
rather surreal but above all it was undeniably a huge privilege. And I’m very glad that I did it.
Wearing my Borneo GSM and PJM too.

Michael Hawkins, Group Captain, RAF Retired

February 2022

Mid Ulster Branch
An Historical Account
Another story of a gallant and courageous but little known Iban
Tracker, Menggong ak Panggit who was awarded a George Medal
(GM), a civilian version of Britain's Military Cross (MC) and Malaysia's
Panglima Gagah Berani (PGB).
This is his official citation:
Wenford Maguire,

late 1st King’s Dragoon Guards,
a veteran of Malaya 1956/58.

On the morning of 13th November 1952, Acting Lance Corporal
Menggong ak Panggit was acting as second-in-command of an Iban
platoon under command of Lieutenant R.R.G Bald of the 1st Battalion

the Cameronians (Scottish Rifles) carrying out patrol duties in the Labis area of Segamat, Johore
when the leading scout sighted an occupied bandit camp.
An attack on the camp was promptly planned and put into execution. Lieutenant Bald was killed
instantly in the first burst of fire. From the accurate and sustained light automatic and rifle fire
which was immediately directed at the platoon, it was obvious that the enemy had been
forewarned of the attack and were disposed in great length and depth.
Despite the hail of bullets, Menggong without a moment's hesitation assumed command of the
platoon and ordered the men to charge. Realising that the frontal attack was making slow
progress he, with great initiative, led his reserve section to a flank and without regard for his own
personal safety launched a succession of short charges against the enemy.
Outnumbered by more than two to one, under his continuous encouragement and determined
leadership, his men fought their way forward step by step slowly driving the enemy from one
position to another until finally defeated and demoralised they were forced to withdraw, leaving
the Ibans in sole possession of their camp and in command of the battlefield.
Determined to come to grips with the enemy again as soon as possible he organised a thorough
search of the area and when this proved fruitless did he ordered the withdrawal of his platoon
and the evacuation of his late Commander's body.
Appreciating that the knowledge of the presence of so large a number of terrorists in the area
would be of paramount importance to his company commander, he detached himself from his
platoon and walked alone, without compass, 4,000 yards through enemy-infested jungle to his
Company base where he rendered a most lucid and valuable report which enabled his Company
Commander to initiate further offensive action without delay.
Although only an Acting Lance Corporal with less than four months training as a soldier the calm
cool-headed conduct, personal courage, determination, leadership and devotion to duty
displayed by this N.C.O. were far above the average for his rank and service and worthy of the
highest praise and recognition.
.

Obituary Flt Lt J. W. Curry, DFC, RAF, (Retd)
Passed away on 19/01/2022. Laid to rest 21/01/2022.
William John Wilson CURRY was born and raised in Limavady, Co. Londonderry. He joined the
Royal Air Force in1949 and after passing initial training at Aircrew Selection Centre, RAF
Hornchurch and RAF College Cranwell he received his commission in 1950. He was posted to
Canada for aircrew training and on returning to UK and further training he qualified as a
Navigator and was posted to 48 Squadron in Malaya.
Wilson completed 198 Air-drop missions to troops operating against the rebels and communists
in the jungles of Malaya sometimes flying 3 missions per day and on one occasion 4. He was
awarded the (DFC) Distinguished Fly Cross which he received from HM Queen Elizabeth at
Buckingham Palace in 1956.

Through his very varied career he flew Valetta, Hasting, Dakota and Comet and witnessed the
nuclear tests in the Pacific flying Canberra., He was particularly pleased to receive the PJM Medal
in 2008.
His friends and colleagues in Roe Valley RAF Association and Mid-Ulster NMBVA are sorry to lose
him.
Per Ardua Ad Astra.
Bono Animo Este.
Footnote: The Royal Air Force had 293 fatalities 1948-1960 second highest, to the Gurkha
regiments.
********************************

Northern Ireland NMBVA Branch – Annual Report
Despite COVID our Branch continues to be very involved in the Lisburn Veterans Breakfast Club,
which includes Tri- Service Veterans, the Not Forgotten Association, as well as BLESMA and Blind
Veterans UK members, who come along with Staff from both Charities. (Fiona from BLESMA looks
after a great friend of our Branch, Narain Gurung, a Gurkha Veteran living in NI), Most of our members
attend these events. We continue to enjoy good fellowship with serving Fijian Soldiers from 2 RIFLES
and their families, helping them whenever they ask for advice and occasionally participating in the
ritualistic imbibing of Kava from half coconut shells and “Firepit” Chicken. Throughout the year we
continued to support Cecil Lowry, who has published a Book on Major Frank Pantridge MC CBE.
Cecil, who now lives in Greater Manchester, comes from Downpatrick, where he was friend of one of
our members, Billy Jameison. Cecil’s Father was a FEPOW and on liberation became very involved
with the Downpatrick RBL. He was the National Standard Bearer for several years. The
omnipresence of COVID prevented his Book Launch on two occasions, eventually it was successfully
combined with our Annual NMBVA NI Pantridge Service on the 2nd of October. .
Sadly our beloved Treasurer, George McFerron, passed away in May after a long illness. George was
an Ulster Rifleman who had served in Cyprus during the EOKA Campaign and in Borneo with the
RUR. During his deployment in Borneo he served with HQ 99 Gurkha Brigade as part of Brigadier
Patterson’s escort section and staff. We had to comply with COVID restrictions for his Funeral,
however HQ 38 Irish Brigade provided a Piper and Bugler for his Funeral, our Standard was paraded
and the entire Branch Membership attended. His Family really appreciated his Veterans “Farewell”
and it was a privilege for us to organise it. George will be greatly missed by his Family and our Branch.
Individual members attended various Veterans and Remembrance events over the year. Our
President, Jim Lyons, is on the Panel for Veterans Support in NI and others are involved with 38 Irish
Brigade Veterans outreach programmes as well as the Defence Garden Scheme. All of our members
are involved in their own Service/Regimental/Corps Associations, this was particularly so during
Remembrance Week. Two of our Members, Harry and Alan attended to Cenotaph Parade in London.
Both marched with their own Associations.
Our NMBVA NI Pantridge Service took place at Lisburn Civic Centre on the 2nd of October. It was held
under COVID restrictions. As usual we were superbly hosted by Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council
(LCCC). We were joined by the RAMC Association, Lisburn RBL Branch, Tri-Service Cadets and
serving members of Brigade HQ, HMS Hibernia, 253 Medical Regiment and 2 R Irish. Our Standard,
as well as the RBL and RAMC Standards were paraded. The Deputy Lord Lieutenant for County
Down, the Mayor and Councillors, members of the Pantridge Trust, Colonel Hubert McAllister DL
Chairman ABF NI, Colonel Professor Mark Taylor, Honorary Colonel 253 Medical Regiment and Lt
Col Liz Brown Veterans Support Officer NI also attended. HQ 38 North Irish Brigade provided a Piper
and Bugler. The Service was conducted by the Revd Dr Paul Bailie, whose father had served in
Singapore during the Emergency, Officer Cadet Brown read the NMBVA Prayer, Cecil Lowry read the
FEPOW Prayer and Major Audrey Brice the RAMC Collect (Audrey is a Trauma Consultant and is off
on Operations in the New Year). Wreaths were placed by the Deputy Lord Lieutenant, The Mayor, Mr
Stephen Martin, Jim Lyons, Lt Colonel Tom Trinick Chairman RAMC Association, Mr Raymond
Corbett President Lisburn RBL and the Lt Colonel Jules Kilpatrick SCOTS, Deputy Brigade
Commander. After the Service we enjoyed socially distanced refreshments and selected Members
attended the Pantridge MC Book Launch.

On the 17th of January Branch Members, together with some Aden Veterans visited the Ulster Aviation
Society Museum at the Maze to mark the 95th Birthday of Tommy Doherty who served in Malaya in
1948 with the RAF. Tommy is a great character and full of life. We are not sure what the next while will
bring, however we will endeavour to look out for each other as well as the BLESMA members, Blind
Veteran members and our serving Fijian friends. We wish all other NMBVA members and Branches
best wishes for the year ahead and like all of you we hope and pray that soon all will return to normality.
Noel Nash – NMBVA NI – Branch Member

Lest we Forget
Members that have crossed the bar since our last newsletter
9 Nov 2021 Leslie James Robinson Royal Lincolnshire Regt.
Dec 2021 Frank Atkins 543 Signal Troop RLD
2 Dec 2021 Jon Windust HMS Woolaston/Bulwark
3 Dec 2021 Timothy Crowley
9 Jan 2022 Robert Aitkinhead, R.A.S.C
14 Feb 2022 Christopher Pell Colchester Branch
19 Jan 2022 Ronald Blain Royal Air Force

19 Jan 2022 John Curry DFC Royal Air Force

…....and finally

