
 

My dear Colleagues, 
This is a day for champagne corks to pop!  We have at last won the right to wear our PJM medal and will be able to do so by 
Remembrance Sunday this year and thereafter without restriction.  This has been a long campaign by many Associations, not 
just ours, and particularly the ‘Fight4thePJM’ campaign.  But you have all played your part magnificently in lobbying our 
members of Parliament, Commons and Lords, and others, for this right and we have spent many hours doing so. 
I attach above the Hansard extract that will show you the full debate in the House of Lords last night.  In summary: 
 

1. The debate was led by Lord Astor of Hever, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Defence, who 

opened by recognizing the various debates on the subject of medals are further evidence of the strength of 

feeling in both Houses on this important matter and acknowledged the conviction with which a number of 

noble Lords have pursued their concerns about the PJM. 

2. The debate moved was that the Lords do not insist on its Amendment 6 to which the Commons disagreed.  

(This was an Amendment which, amongst other things proposed that we should wear the PJM without 

restriction but the Commons felt it went too far and when they rejected it the PJM proposal was rejected as 

part of that package). 

3. Lord Astor recognized the concern in particular about whether, in advising Her Majesty on the acceptance 

and wearing of the PJM, the HD Committee made the right recommendation.  He went on to make it clear 

what the Government will do in response to these concerns. 

 First, there will be a fresh independent review of the rules governing the award of military medals. 

 Then, on the question of the PJM, he the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State, has already 

commissioned a an urgent HD paper recommending that holders of the medal be able to wear it 

with the approval of Her Majesty.  He is confident to resolve the issue and to progress the matter 

swiftly so that the PJM can be worn on Remembrance Sunday this year [13 November 2011] and 

thereafter without restriction.  This therefore is our green light. 

The debate continued, focusing on practice and procedure and raising some issues that will interest many of you, 

but raising nothing that would jeopardize the Government’s intention at 3 above.  Read it for yourselves on the 

web also at this link: 

http://www.theyworkforyou.com/lords/?id=2011-10-26a.856.2&m=100026 

Please do disseminate this message to all your Members as soon as possible in whatever way you deem fit.  I will send a note 
to His Excellency the High Commissioner of Malaysia who will, I know, be delighted with this outcome. 
I, and I am sure all of our Members, will toast this success this evening at dinner! 

Yours aye 

Tex Pemberton 

Lieutenant Colonel Tex Pemberton OBE 

Chairman 

Nat       National Malaya and Borneo Veterans Association 
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