by (Dicky) Benedict E. Hendroff

The Malayan Campaign

(1948 — 1960)

In June 1948, Communist insurgent forces started a guerrilla war to eliminate
British rule in Malaya. Thousands of weapons, which had been hidden in
secret caches in the jungle in 1945, were unearthed and distributed to the
Chinese (reservists), loyal to Lau Yew, former Chairman of the Central
Military Committee of the M.P.A.J.A. (Malayan People’s Anti-Japanese Army)
to organise a Malayan Peoples Anti-British Army.

On 16 June 1948, three European managers were assassinated on two rubber
estates near Sungei Siput in Perak. Widespread murder and intimidation of
Chinese, Malay and Indian workers in European owned enterprises followed.

Sir Edward Gent, High Commissioner of Malaya, declared a state of emergency
to the entire Federation of Malaya.

Sir Henry Gurney, former Chief Secretary in Palestine, was appointed
Commissioner of Malaya on 6 October, after the death of Sir Edward Gent, in
an air crash. Henry Gurney imposed ha leasures to counter the desperate
situation by deportation and by detent 1 those found guilty of 1g the
enemy. On 6 October 1951, he was Killec n ambush at Fraser’s| '

Colonel W.N. Gray, former of the Palestinian P -was

appointed Police Commissione gust 1948, assisted by 500

British police sergeants—the % were ex-Palestinian Police. This is a photo of me at the age of 18
They were granted Officer sta K 1 years-old—Private Hendroff!
they began operations with thei R, T ™

age of 18, S 0 the 11 ver we went out on jungle
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Ambush in the Brogah District

(Selangor)

Soldiers from the Suffolk Regiment
tracking through swamp area.

The Suffolk Regiment received
information that a band of
numbering about 60, were going

a small police station in Broga.
regiment took part in the operatio
sections of men were directed to
: points to take up ambus positior

of!
s put into one of

t .{"F,
Py

point where GMC vehicles were waiting
to take us back to camp.

The terrain was hilly. Several tiers were cut
into the hill at intervals where rubber trees
were planted. Walking along the tier about
the centre of the hill a rubber tree lay fallen
across the path. Noticing that the wireless
operator was having difficulty getting
under the fallen tree, I left my position to
assist him. Then all hell broke loose. We
had walked into a terrorist ambush!

Being a combined operation, involving
the Kajang Police Squad, Corporal
Pryce thought that they mistook us to be
terrorists. He then asked me to translate to
the Iban trackers his message that one of
them venture up the hill and ask the other
side to stop firing. The tracker’s refused
to carry out his orders because they were
afraid. | was then asked to do the task.

Believing that it was the local police
squad, | wasn’t so afraid and crawled up
the hill yelling out to them to cease firing,
as we were a Suffolk Unit. Each time |
yelled out a hale of bullets were directed at
me. Finally when | reached the summit of
the hill, to my horror a terrorist appeared
in full uniform. He was leaning against the
trunk of the rubber tree and was looking
down at our position.

He did not notice me stretched flat on the
ground, about five feet away. Realising

~ that sooner or later he would spot me, |

fot.him. It was Kill or be Killed, and | and
'* but to shoot him.




